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‘Handmade” is the trademark of the craftsman, who
creates unigque pieces with his hands. The Law on
Handicrafts of the Region of Murcia defines
Handicrafts as:

“Any activity consisting of the elaboration, creation,
production, handling, transformation or restoration of
goods or products and food [..] through a process in
which personal intervention is a predominant factor,
based on manual techniques [..] and which results in

an individualized product [..]
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El municipio de Lorca, es el segundo mas extenso de Espana
con 1.675 km? y se localiza en el extremo suroccidental de la
Region de Murcia. La ciudad de Lorca, asentada sobre el valle
del rio Guadalentin y ruta de paso obligado entre Levante y
Andalucia, es un punto de encuentro desde hace siglos.
Lorca es patrimonio cultural y de naturaleza; todo un abanico
de espacios monumentales, museisticos y ambientales que
el visitante podra descubrir desde el Centro de Visitantes, en
el antiguo Convento de la Merced, o desde la Oficina de
Turismo localizada en la monumental Plaza de Espafa.
Visitar Lorca es vivir, sentir y descubrir de primera mano un
territorio sorprendente y atractivo.

The municipality of Lorca is the second largest one in Spain
with a total land area of 1675 km? It is located in the
south-western extreme corner of the Region of Murcia. The
city of Lorca, settled on the valley of the Guadalentin River
and placed in the route between Levante and Andalucia, has
been a meeting point for centuries

Lorca is a natural and cultural heritage. It is, ultimately, a
complete palette of monumental, environmental and
museum sites that the visitor will discover either from the
Visitor Centre in the former Convent of La Merced or the
Tourist Office located in the monumental Plaza de Espafa
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cho a mane

“‘Hecho a mano” es la marca del artesano, que crea
con sus manos piezas Unicas. La Ley de Artesania de la
Region de Murcia define la Artesania como:

“toda actividad consistente en la elaboracion,
creacion, produccion, manipulacion, transformacion
o restauracion de bienes o productos y alimentos [..]
mediante un proceso en el que la intervencion
personal constituye un factor predominante, basado
en técnicas manuales [..] y que dé como resultado

final un producto individualizado [..]"

Casa del
Artesano
de Lorca




Historia de la artesania en Lorca

Desde la prehistoria los habitantes de nuestro municipio
utilizaron sus manos para elaborar utensilios domésticos, tejian,
trabajaban la cerdmica y realizaban instrumentos para la cazay
la agricultura.

Durante la Edad Media la artesania adquirié mayor importancia,
los gremios se asentaron en la ciudad convirtiéndose en centros
productores y sus calles aun conservan nombres artesanos
Zapateria, Caldereros, Quincalleros, entre otras.

En el Renacimiento y Barroco aumentdé la demanda artesanal
debido a una mejora en la calidad de vida.

A partir del S. XVIII la artesania lorquina alcanzé su mas alto nivel
en cuanto a numero de artesanos y piezas producidas. Los
artesanos se establecieron en los barrios de San Cristobal, San
Mateo el Viejo, Santiago, San Juan y San José.

Los siglos XIX y XX dieron lugar a un largo declive artesanal,
debido a la rotura del pantano de Puentes en 1802, ya que gran
parte de los talleres se encontraban en la ribera del rio
Guadalentin. A esto hay que sumar la Revolucion Industrial y la
mecanizacion del trabajo, quedando la artesania como una
actividad menor.

Pero a partir de los afos '60 del siglo XX la artesania recupera un

nuevo sentido gracias, en parte, al auge del Turismo y la Cultura.

Artesania en la actualidad

En la actualidad los artesanos ofrecen artesania creativa y de
alimentacion: tejedores de jarapas, alfombreros y tapiceros,
herreros, ceramistas y alfareros, belenistas, pintores vy
escayolistas. También destacan oficios de bordado, joyeros y
bisuteros, marroquineros, talladores de piedra, marqueteros,
ebanistas y reposteros. La gastronomia cada vez se hace mas
indispensable gracias a los encurtidos, reposteria, confiterias,
apicultura, cervezas y bodegas de vino.

Gran numero de nuestros artesanos tienen sus talleres en las
pedanias de Lorca, quedando diseminados por todo nuestro
territorio.

Casa del Artesano

La Casa del Artesano inaugurada en 2020 custodia piezas
artesanas de interés etnografico, ademas organiza cursos,
talleres y demostraciones a través de ARTELOR (Asociacion de
Artesanos de Lorca), que se fundd en el ano 2000 y cuenta con
una treintena de oficios artesanales entre los que destacan
bordadoras de oro y sedas, ceramistas y alfareros, queseros,
carpinteros, jaraperos, charcuteros, reposteros y panaderos.

Centro de Artesania

El Centro de Artesania inaugurado en 1988, se convirtio en el
primer edificio construido en Espafa dedicado en exclusiva a la
Artesania. Tiene una superficie de mas de 1.300 mt?, cuenta con
una sala permanente de exposicion y venta de productos
artesanos, una sala de exposiciones temporales, ademas de un
espacio para demostraciones en vivo con telar y torno.

Area de Interés Artesano

Lorca cuenta con una rica historia artesana, que descubriras
visitando los museos y los comercios de nuestra localidad. Esto
ayudo a que en 2006 fuera reconocida como Area de Interés
Artesano por razones culturales y socio-econdmicas.

Con el fin de promocional y difundir este oficio y sus productos,
Lorca es sede de FERAMUR, Feria Regional de Artesania de la
Region de Murcia desde 1985. Ademas cuenta con el Centro
Regional para la Artesania y la Casa del Artesano. A lo largo del
ano se realizan mercadillos de artesania coincidiendo con
Semana Santa, la festividad de San Clemente y Navidad.
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History of craftsmanship in Lorca

Since prehistoric times, the inhabitants of our municipality used
their hands to make household utensils, weaved, worked
ceramics and made instruments for hunting and agriculture.

During the Middle Ages it was when crafts became more
important, the guilds settled in the city becoming production
centers and its streets still retain artisan names Zapateria,
Caldereros, Quincalleros, among others.

In the Renaissance and Baroque, the demand for handicrafts
increased due to an improvement in the quality of life.

From the 18th century the Lorcan craftsmanship reached its
highest level in terms of the number of craftsmen and pieces
produced. The artisans settled in the neighborhoods of San
Cristobal, San Mateo el Viejo, Santiago, San Juan and San José.

The 19th and 20th centuries gave rise to a long decline in
craftsmanship, due to the breaking of the Puentes marsh in
1802, since most of the workshops were located on the banks of
the Guadalentin River, to this must be added the Industrial
Revolution and the mechanization of work, leaving handicrafts
as a minor activity.

But from the 1960s onwards, craftsmanship regained a new
meaning, thanks in part to the rise of tourism and culture.

Craftsmanship today

Today, artisans offer creative crafts and food: jarap weavers,
carpets and upholsterers, blacksmiths and potters, nativity
scenes, painters and plasterers. They also highlight embroidery
and jewellers, leather cutters, stone carvers, marquetry,
headdresses and accessories, carpenters and cabinet makers,
ornamentation and confectioners. In addition to pickles,
pastries, cheese makers, snails, bakers, confectioners, canners,
beekeepers, brewers and wine cellars.
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A large number of our artisans have their workshops in the
villages of Lorca, being scattered throughout our territory.

Craftsman House

The Craftsman House, inaugurated in 2020, is located in the
former Bakers' Warehouse of the 16th century and houses
handicrafts of ethnographic interest. It also organizes courses,
workshops and demonstrations through the Artelor Association
of Artisans of Lorca, which was founded in 2000 and has about
thirty craft trades, among which the most important is the
embroidery in silks and gold, ceramics and pottery, cheese
makers, carpenters, jaraperos, charcuteros, confectioners and
bakers. ..

Crafts Centre

The Crafts Centre opened in 1988, became the first building
built in Spain exclusively dedicated to Handicrafts. It has an area
of more than 1,300 m? has a permanent exhibition and sale
room for handicrafts, a temporary exhibition room, as well as a
space for live demonstrations with loom and lathe.

Craftsman Area of Interest

Lorca has a rich history of craftsmanship, which you will discover
visiting the museums and shops of our town, this helped it to be
recognized as an Craftsman Area of Interest Interest in 2006 for
cultural and socio-economic reasons.

In order to promote and disseminate this craft and its products,
Lorca is home to FERAMUR, Regional Craft Fair of the Region of
Murcia since 1985. It also has the Regional Center for Crafts and
the Craftsman House. Throughout the year, craft markets are
held to coincide with Holy Week, the feast of San Clemente and
Christmas.



